Mersey & Weaver Fisheries Advisory Committee 18th January, 1978 by unknown
North
West
Water
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington WA5 3LW 
Telephone Penketh 4321
11th January, 1978.
To: Members of the Mersey and Weaver 
Fisheries Advisory Committee 
(Messrs. P. W. Jennings (Chairman);
J. S. Bailey; F. Burgess; F. Egerton;
A. Jones; R. Newton; Dr. A. G. Kennedy Young; 
Dr. M. Pugh Thomas; and the Chairman of the 
Authority (P. J. Lidd e l l ) ; the Chairman of 
the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee 
(T. A. F. Barnes)(ex officio)).
Dear Sir,
A  meeting of the M ERSEY AND WEAVER FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
will be held at 2.30 p.m. o n  WEDNESDAY, 18TH JANUARY, 1978, in COMMITTEE 
ROOM NO. 1, DAWSON HOUSE, GREAT SANKEY, for consideration of the following 
business.
Yours faithfully,
G. W. SHAW,
Director of Administration.
A G E N D A
1. Apologies for absence.
2. Minutes of the last meeting (previously circulated).
3. Membership of Committee - Death of Mr. A. Ross.
4. Fisheries Income and Expenditure.
5. Radioactive Discharges and Fishery Interests.
6 Report by Area Fisheries Officer on Fisheries Activities,
7, Recreation on Authority-Owned Waters.
8. Any Other Business.
NOTE: Lunch will be served in the Members' Dining Room 
at approximately 1.00 p.m. The Men u  for the day 
is enclosed, and members attending for lunch are 
asked to indicate their choice of main course to 
the officer on duty near the Members' Retiring 
Room.
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
MERSEY AND WEAVER 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
18TH JANUARY, 1978
MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEE -  DEATH OF MR. A. ROSS
1 . The C om m ittee w i l l  have  n o te d  w ith  r e g r e t  th e  d e a th  o f  M r. A. Ross 
on 1 6 th  Novem ber, 1977.
2 . Mr. R oss was o r i g i n a l l y  nom in a ted  t o  th e  Com m ittee by th e  N a t io n a l  
F e d e ra t io n  o f  A n g le r s ,  N orth  W est R eg io n , and i t  i s  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  
F e d e r a t i o n  b e  i n v i t e d  t o  n o m in a te  a r e p l a c e m e n t  f o r  h im  f o r  t h e  
a p p ro v a l  o f  th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee .
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
MERSEY AND WEAVER 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
18TH JANUARY, 1977
FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
1 . The f i n a l  recom m endations o f  th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee , s u b s e q u e n t ly  
ap p ro v ed  by th e  P o l ic y  and R e so u rc e s  C om m ittee and c o n firm e d  by th e  
A u th o r i ty  a r e  s e t  o u t i n  A ppendix I  h e r e t o .
2 . The fo rm a l s t a t u t o r y  p ro c e d u re s  f o r  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  th e  p ro p o s ­
a l s  h av e  b een  p u t i n  h a n d .
3 . As w i l l  be s e e n  from  recom m endation  (9 )  i n  A ppendix I  t h e  q u e s t io n  
o f  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  th e  n e t  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  was d e f e r r e d  and th e  Commit­
t e e ' s  v iew s a r e  r e q u e s te d .
4 . The c u r r e n t  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  i n  f o r c e  th ro u g h o u t th e  r e g io n  w ere 
ap p ro v ed  by th e  M in i s te r  o f  A g r i c u l tu r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and Food i n  O c to b e r  
l a s t  and became e f f e c t i v e  on 1 s t  J a n u a ry ,  1978. They r e p r e s e n t  a  30% 
i n c r e a s e  o v e r a l l  on t h e  t h e n  e x i s t i n g  d u t i e s .  D e t a i l s  o f  t h e s e  
c u r r e n t  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  a r e  g iv e n  i n  A ppendix I I .
RECOMMENDED!
(1) T h a t i n  c a l c u l a t i n g  t h e  incom e t o  be r e c e iv e d  from  
f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s ,  p r im a ry  r e g a r d  be g iv e n  t o  t h e  
c o s t  o f  l i c e n s i n g  and e n fo rc e m e n t,
(2) T h a t w h ereas  th e  c o s t  o f  l i c e n s i n g  and e n fo rc e m e n t 
i s  e s t im a te d  a t  56% o f  f i s h e r i e s  e x p e n d i tu r e ,  i n  1979 
l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  be f ix e d  so a s  to  r e c o v e r  an  e s t im a te d  
40% o f  th e  t o t a l  f i s h e r i e s  e x p e n d i tu r e .  (The incom e 
from  th e  a d o p tio n  o f  th e  fo l lo w in g  reco m m en d a tio n s  i s  
e s t im a te d  a t  £ 2 8 4 ,0 0 0  f o r  1 9 7 9 ) ,
(3) T h a t t h e r e  be o n ly  two ro d  l i c e n c e s  (p lu s  c o n c e s ­
s io n a r y  l i c e n c e s )  from  1 s t  J a n u a ry  1979 th ro u g h o u t  th e  
R eg io n . 
(4) (a) T h a t  th e  fo l lo w in g  be e l i g i b l e
f o r  c o n c e s s io n a ry  l i c e n c e s : -
( i )  man aged  65 o r  o v e r
( i i )  woman aged  60 o r  o v e r
( i i i )  j u n i o r s  aged  10 to  16 y e a r s
i n c l u s i v e ,  p ro v id e d  t h a t  a  n i l  
d u ty  be  a p p l i e d  u n t i l  t h e  age  o f  
14 y e a r s  i s  a t t a i n e d ,
(b) T h a t f o l lo w in g  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w ith  t h e  
N a t io n a l  C o u n c il  f o r  t h e  D is a b le d ,  th e  
p r e s e n t  sy stem  o f  i s s u i n g  te m p o ra ry  
l i c e n c e s  be c o n tin u e d  t o  c a t e r  f o r  
d i s a b l e d  a n g le r s .
(5) T h a t t h e  sy s tem  o f  i s s u i n g  se v en  day  ro d  l i c e n c e s  
be  c o n tin u e d .
(6) T h a t l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  be in t r o d u c e d  f o r  com m erc ia l 
e e l  f i s h i n g .
(7) T h a t t h e  s c a l e  o f  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  be  a s  f o l l o w s : -
Salm on, m ig r a to r y  t r o u t ,  brown t r o u t ,  ra in b o w  t r o u t  and c h a r
Whole a r e a £5 , 50
J u n io r s  (14 to  16 y e a r s  
i n c l u s i v e ) , man aged  65 
o r  o v e r ,  and woman aged 
60 o r  o v e r E 2 .75
E 2.757 day  l i c e n c e
J u n io r s  (10 t o  13 y e a r s  
i n c l u s iv e ) N i l
F re s h w a te r  f i s h  and e e l s
Whole a r e a E l .  50
J u n io r s  (14 t o  16 y e a r s  
i n c l u s i v e ) , man aged  65 
o r  o v e r  and woman aged 
60 o r  o v e r £ 0 .7 5
£ 0 ,7 57 day l i c e n c e
J u n io r s  (10 t o  13 y e a r s  
i n c l u s iv e ) N i l
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Commercial eel fishing
Fixed eel traps 
Eel or Fyke nets 
Traps, putcheons or 
baskets
(8) That whilst no further consideration be given to the 
feasibility of levying fishery contributions in the Region, 
the possibility of obtaining income from other sources be 
investigated with particular reference to the policing 
activities of bailiffs,
(9) That the question of increasing net licence duties be 
deferred for further consideration.
(10) That a further review of the licence duties and 
licensing system be carried out in 12 months' time.
£25 per trap per annum 
£10 per annum 
£5 per 25 (or part
thereof) traps per annum
APPENDIX XI
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
SALMON AND FRESHWATER FISHERIES ACT 1975
FISHING LICENCE DUTIES
DETAILS OF  LICENCE DUTIES APPLICABLE FROM 1/1/1978 ARE AS FOLLOWS:-
ROD AND LINE (Whole Area) g
Salmon and Migratory Trout
Season 15.60
* Part season to May 31 7,BO
* Part season from June 1 9.00 
Season junior (14-16 years inclusive, man aged 65
or over and woman aged 60 or over) 6.50
* Part season junior to May 31 (14-16 years
inclusive, man aged 65 or over and woman
aged 60 or over) 3.25
* Part season junior from June 1 (14-16 years
inclusive, man aged 65 or over and woman 
aged 60 or over) 4.00
Seven days 2.60
A  licence m a r k e d * w i l l  entitle the holder to fish 
for eels, non-migratory trout (brown, rainbow and 
char) and freshwater fish for the whole of the 
respective season.
Non-migratory Trout (Brown, Rainbow and Char)
Season • 2,60
Season junior (14-16 years inclusive, man aged 65
or over and woman aged 60 or over) 1.25
Seven days 0.65
£
Freshwater Fish and Eels
Season 1,25
Season junior (14-16 years inclusive, m an aged 65
or over and woman aged 60 or over) 0.65
Seven days o . 35
ROD A N D  l i n e  (area within the boundaries of the former 
Mersey and Weaver River Authority )
Freshwater Fish and BeIs
Season O . 65
reason junior (14-16 years inclusive, man aged 65 
or over and woman aged 60 or over) 0.35
N O U S : Children aged 13 years and under will not 
be required to pay a duty for rod and line 
licence for any of the foregoing categories.
NETS AND FIXED ENGINES (area within the boundaries o f  
the former Cumberland River Authority)
Whole Area Drift, Hang or Whammel Net
(not exceeding when w e t  275 metres in length) 78.00 
River Eden Draw, Draft or Seine N et
(not exceeding when w e t  275 metres In length) 195.00
River Esk (Border) Draw, Draft or Seine Net
(not exceeding when wet 275 metres in length) 65.00
Whole Area Heave or Haaf Net 16.90
River Eden Coop 117,00
River Derwent Coop 260.00
South West Cumberland Garth 130.00
NETS (area within the boundaries of the former 
Lancashire River Authority)
River Ribble Drift, Hang or Whammel N et
(not exceeding when wet 140 metres in length) 52.00
River Lune Drift, Hang or Whammel Net
(not exceeding when wet 300 metres in length) 104.00
River Lune, Draw, Draft or Seine Net
(not exceeding when wet 185 metres in length) 91,00
River Duddon Draw, Draft or Seine Net
(not exceeding when wet 185 metres in length) 71,50
tRiver Lune Heave or Haaf N e t  39,00
River Kent Lave Net 39.00
River Leven Lave N et 32.50
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
MERSEY AND WEAVER 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
18TH JANUARY 1978
RADIOACTIVE DISCHARGE AND 
FISHERY INTERESTS
C oncern  was e x p re s s e d  a t  a r e c e n t  m ee tin g  o f  th e  S o u th  L a n c a s h ire  
C om m ittee a t  th e  p o s s ib l e  e f f e c t s  t h a t  p e rm i t te d  l e v e l s  o f  r a d i o a c t ­
i v i t y  in  th e  s e a  in  th e  w est c o a s t  r e g io n s  m igh t hav e  on m ig ra to ry  
f i s h .  W h ils t  t h e r e  was no s p e c i f i c  in fo rm a t io n  a v a i l a b l e  on t h i s ,  th e  
O f f i c e r s  c o n s id e r e d  i t  was u n l ik e ly  t h a t  th e  l e v e l s  o f  r a d i o a c t i v e  
s u b s ta n c e s  c o n ta in e d  in  salm on and m ig r a to r y  t r o u t  w ould ex ceed  th e  
l e v e l s  found  t o  be p r e s e n t  in  s e a  f i s h  w hich w ere r e g u l a r l y  m o n ito re d  
and i n  w hich th e  l i m i t s  in  r e l a t i o n  t o  r a d i o a c t i v i t y  a s  s e t  by th e  
a u th o r i s in g  b o d ie s  had n e v e r  been  e x c e e d e d .
The A u th o r i ty  s u b s e q u e n t ly  u n d e rto o k  to  make f u r t h e r  e n q u i r i e s  
a b o u t r a d i o a c t i v e  m o n ito r in g  p ro c e d u re s  ( i f  any) u se d  by o th e r  w a te r  
a u t h o r i t i e s  and a rra n g e m e n ts  w ere  made to  o b t a in  sam p le  f i s h  from  
r i v e r s  i n  L a n c a s h ire  and C um bria and f o r  th e  f i s h  t o  b e  a n a ly s e d  a t  
th e  R a d io b io lo g ic a l  L a b o ra to ry  a t  L o w e s to f t .
Sam ple f i s h  w ere o b ta in e d  from  th e  Duddon, K en t, Lune and R ib b le  
c a tc h m e n ts  f o r  a n a ly s i s  by th e  l a b o r a to r y  and a rra n g e m e n ts  w ere  p u t  in  
hand f o r  f u r t h e r  sam p les  t o  be o b ta in e d  from  th e  N o rth  W est Cum bria 
r i v e r s  and from  th e  R iv e r  W yre,
P r e l im in a ry  r e s u l t s  f o r  th e  Duddon and Kent s e a  t r o u t  i n d ic a te d  
t h a t  th e  l e v e l s  o f  r a d i o - i s o t o p e s  in  th e  f i s h  w ere w e l l  w i th in  th e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  r e c o g n is e d  s a f e t y  l i m i t s  and w ere s i m i l a r  t o  th o s e  
found  in  f i s h  l i v i n g  p e rm a n e n tly  w i th in  th e  a r e a .
C o l l e c t io n  o f  sam p les o f  f i s h  f o r  a n a ly s i s  a t  th e  F i s h e r i e s  
R a d io b io lo g ic a l  L a b o ra to ry , L o w e s to f t ,  h a s  been c o n t in u e d .  Sea t r o u t  
have now been  o b ta in e d  from  th e  B o rd er E sk , E hen , C a ld e r  and D erw ent, 
in  a d d i t io n  t o  th o s e  r e p o r te d  p r e v io u s ly .
A r e p o r t  h a s  been  r e c e iv e d  from  L o w e s to ft on some o f  th e  sam p les 
s u b m it te d  e a r l i e r  in  th e  y e a r .  The o n ly  g am m a-em itting  r a d io n u c le id e s  
d e te c te d  w ere caes iu m -1 3 7  and c a e s iu m -1 3 4 , p lu s  th e  n a t u r a l l y  o c c u r ­
r in g  p o ta s s iu m -4 0 . (The two fo rm er o r i g i n a t e  from  W in d s c a le .)
C o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  r a d i o n u c l e i d e s  i n  s e a  t r o u t  m u s c le
w ere:
R iv e r  Duddon:
R iv e r  K en t:
caes iu m -1 3 7  
caes iu m -1 3 4  
p o ta s s iu m - 40
c aes iu m -1 3 7  
caes iu m -1 3 4  
p o ta s s iu m - 40
1 9 .9  pC i p e r  g w et w e ig h t 
1 .7  pC i p e r  g w et w e ig h t
3 .1  pC i p e r  g w et w e ig h t
1 2 .7  pC i p e r  g w et w e ig h t
1 .2  pC i p e r  g w et w e ig h t
3 .3  pC i p e r  g w et w e ig h t
For c o m p a riso n  th e  f i g u r e s  o b ta in e d  f o r  m usc le  from  f lo u n d e r s  
t a k e n  a t  F lo o k b u rg h  w e re :  c a e s iu m - 1 3 7 :  1 5 .8  + 3 .5  p C i p e r  g w e t 
w e ig h t:  c a e s iu m -1 3 4 : 2 .0  + 0 .5  pC i p e r  g w et w e ig h t.
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7. The Fisheries Radiobiological Laboratory comments as follows:-
"To put the results in radiological perspective, the 
acceptable daily intake (International Commission on 
Radiological Protection) is 30,000 pCi for caesium-137 
and 13,000 for caesium-134. Therefore assuming that 
a member of the public eats 2 lb of trout flesh every 
week of the year, at the concentrations of fish from 
the Duddon, then the estimated radiation dose he/she 
r e c e i v e s  is a p p r o x i m a t e l y  10% of t h a t  c o n s i d e r e d  
acceptable by international authorities."
8. Further results are expected from the Radiobiological Laboratory 
in the near future and they will be reported to Committee when they 
are available.
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
MERSEY AND WEAVER 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
18TH JANUARY, 1978
REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER 
ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
RIVER CONDITIONS A ND FISHING
September was a dry month with average catches of fish in the area. 
October and November were exceptionally wet months and possibly as a 
consequence, coarse fishing in the rivers within the area was quiet.
The cold spell in the middle to November lead to the freezing over of 
many canals and pools thus preventing fishing.
TINTWISTLE HATCHERY
There is evidence of regular theft of fish from the hatchery. The 
Police pursued offenders on 29th October, 1977, and later apprehended 
two people who were held, but not charged. On several mornings, 
evidence has been found of theft from the Swedish tanks by use of rod 
and line.
The 0+ trout are thriving with few losses and the 1+ fish are also 
doing quite well in the compounds. Numbers are as follows:-
7,000 10" Rainbow Trout
2,000 9-12" Brown Trout
11,000 4-5" Mixed Rainbow and Brown Trout Yearlings.
27,000 eggs, mainly brown trout have been stripped so far.
Tench have been placed in the compounds with the 1+ trout. These fish 
are in good condition and doing very well.
PILOT COARSE FISH HATCHERY
The Carp fry purchased in August to test the recirculation system have 
g r o w n  e x t r e m e l y  r a p i d l y .  T h e  a v e r a g e  w e i g h t  of the c a r p  fry on 
introduction to the tanks in mid-August was 0.3 gm. After grading and 
separating the "leaders" the average weights in the four tanks on 23rd 
November, 1977, w e r e :-
Tank 2 12.3 gm
Tank 3 7.1 gm
Tank 4 31.4 gm
Tank 5 9.3 gm
GENERAL FISHERIES MANAGEMENT
Twenty one requests for advice on fisheries matters requiring site 
visits were received in the review period. The advice sought invol­
ved ; -
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Assessment of existing fish stocks .. 3 
Fishery potential
(a) T r o u t ..........................  2
(b) Coarse Fish ..............  12
Pike control .. .. .............. 2
Assessment of recovery from pollution 2
5. FISH MORTALITIES
The following mortalities occurred during the period:-
(i) T h e r e  was a m o r t a l i t y  in e x c e s s  of 2 , 0 0 0  fish, c o m p r i s i n g  
roach, pike and carp, in the St. Helens Canal on 26th September 
1977, as a r e s u l t  of p o l l u t i o n  of the B l a c k  B r o o k  f e e d e r  
s t r e a m  by tip l e a c h a t e .  T h e  p o l l u t i o n  e m a n a t e d  f r o m  the 
Carr Mill Tip, operated by Merseyside County Council, where 
l e a c h a t e  h a d  for a p e r i o d  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 m o n t h s  b e e n  
gaining access to a culverted stream which passes underneath 
the tip, before discharging to Black Brook. Aeration work had 
been carried out by the Authority during this period to protect 
the fishery whilst efforts were made to ensure that the pollu­
tion was terminated as quickly as possible. After this mort­
ality, the remaining 2,000 fish in that section of the Canal 
were netted. Contact is being maintained with Merseyside to 
ensure that remedial work to the culvert is completed at the 
earliest possible date.
(ii) A total of 10 dead bream and carp were found on 26th October, 
1977, in the Lodge at T o t a l ' s  Limited, Hyde, which is fed by 
Godley Brook. It is suspected that this mortality was caused 
by disease of the fish but it has not been possible to confirm 
this.
(iii) On the same day a number of dead carp and bream died in Birken­
head Park Lake as a result of low dissolved oxygen levels in 
the Lake due to rotting leaves.
(iv) The cessation of industrial cooling water discharges to St. 
Helens Canal, near the Town Centre, over the p r e c e d i n g  weekend 
resulted in lower than normal temperatures in the Canal and an 
unknown number tropical fish which inhabit this section of the 
Canal died on 2lst November, 1977.
(v) A n  a c c i d e n t a l  s p i l l a g e  d u e  to p u m p  f a i l u r e  of so m e  5 0 - 1 0 0  
gallons of an emulsion of paraffin animal fats and water at the 
premises of a tannery at Castleton resulted in the mortality of 
perch, pike and roach in Rochdale Canal downstream of the M62. 
The size of the mortality has yet to be determined.
(vi) A mortality of several hundred fish mainly mixed coarse fish 
fry, comprising roach, pike, perch and rudd occurred in the 
Rufford Branch of the Leeds-Liverpool Canal on 14th November, 
1977. High tides overtopped the locks and as a consequence 
high chloride levels were present in the Canal.
STOCKING AND/OR RESTOCKING BY ANGLING ASSOCIATIONS
The following numbers of fish were introduced by angling clubs during 
the review periodj-
Coarse Fish Numbers
17,574 
2,200
310 
3,410
501'
280
TOTAL 24,275
Non-Migratory Trout
Brown Trout 8,272
Rainbow Trout 3,300
TOTAL 11,572
STOCKING AND/OR RESTOCKING BY THE WATER AUTHORITY
The following numbers of fish were introduced by the Authority:-
23,600 
20,000 
20,000 
20,000
Roach
Perch
Tench
Carp
Carp
Bream
Chub
Tench
Roach
Rudd
Perch
TOTAL 83,600
